Energy Star Label Saves Energy and Money

From the Fall 1998 issue of Nucleus

Efficient energy use is one of the best ways to save money while saving the environment. In an effort to cut the
national energy bill and reduce pollution and emissions of carbon dioxide (the gas most responsible for global
warming), the Department of Energy and the Environmental Protection Agency created the Energy Star label for
energy-efficient products. The Energy Star program is designed to make the public aware of how much energy is
consumed by the products they use every day and how they can save money and help the environment simply by
choosing one product over another. At the same time, since the labelfis an effective marketing tool, it provides
manufacturers with an incentive to build energy-efficient products.

To bear the Energy Star label, a product must operate significantly more efficiently than its counterparts, while
maintaining or improving performance. In fact, many energy-efficient products outperform their kilowatt-guzzling
counterparts. The label first appeared in 1993 on personal computer equipment. Today, products displaying Energy
Stars range from washing machines to commercial air conditioning systems, and evelientire homes.

Energy Star products may cost the same as or slightly more than those that don't qu for the label—but they cost
less to use. Efficient products can reduce e*/ 30 to 50 percent. For example, many home and commercial
appliances run 24 hours a day, seven days ~1f those appliances consume 30 percent less energy, the savings
add up quickly. A typical household equipped with Energy Star products can reduce its yearly energy bills by about
$400.
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rporate energy-efficient building designs such as daylighting, high-performance
dvanced duct sealing. Most furnaces lose a significant amount of heat out the flue
or chimney. Instead of heatin outdoors, Energy Star furnaces capture more than 90 percent of available heat,
making them both cleaner and | expensive to run.

Energy Star office equipment—computers, monitors, copiers, scanners, and fax machines—all "sleep" when not in
use. They typically use half the electricity of similar products that don't merit the label. When turned off, Energy Star
TVs and VCRs use as much as 75 percent less electricity for clock functions and "standby" modes than their
conventional counterparts.

Even light fixtures can receive Energy Stars. Most of the electricity needed to light an incandescent or halogen bulb is
wasted as heat. Energy Star fixtures use compact fluorescent light bulbs, which consume a fraction of the electricity
of incandescent or halogen bulbs by turning nearly all the energy into light. And these light bulbs produce a soft,
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pleasing glow, unlike the harsh light from earlier fluorescent tubes. (High quality compact fluorescent bulbs that screw
into regular fixtures are available. While not part of the Energy Star program, these bulbs are also very efficient.)

The Energy Star program has been a great success. In 1997 alone, these efficient products and building designs
have kept more than 15 million tons of carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere. At the same time, these products saved
businesses and consumers more than $1 billion in energy costs.

The Energy Star program is receiving praise from industry, environmentalists, and lawmakers alike. According to
Stan Harnetz, senior vice president of merchandising for Panasonic, "The Energy Star Program is a win-win situation
for everyone. Not only does it encourage companies like ours to provide consumers with quality energy-efficient
products, but it also protects the environment while encouraging sales." Vice President Gore called the program "a
great example of government and business working together to improye energy efficiency, save consumers money,
create new economic opportunities, and protect the environment.i

A wide variety of Energy Star products is now available in stores

global warming can be as easy as reaching for the stars.
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